
NUMBER 4087
NUMBER 4087

Friday, March 14, 2025

Friday, March 14, 2025

Circulating throughout the Mount Alexander Shire

$2.50 $2.50 INC. GST
INC. GST

www.castlemainemail.com.au

Mount Alexander
Mount AlexanderLIVING

Inside today Entertainment liftout.  See page 15

LOCAL BUSINESS FeatureFeature
Footy Tipping 2025

See page 12

See page 14

Idyll returns!
Idyll returns!

Hosts Brilliant Briega and Sensational Scott were thrilled 

by the talent at the inaugural Castlemaine Idyll Kids 

Karaoke (CIKK) event. Photo: Diana Domonkos.

The highly anticipated Castlemaine Idyll, 

lot19’s annual fundraiser, is back tomorrow, 

Saturday March 15!This one-of-a-kind event brings together 

local performers, incredible live music and 

community spirit, and in 2025 will celebrate 

the best tunes of the 80s, 90s, and 00s.

Returning for its second year with an ex-

tended running time, Castlemaine Idyll Kids 

Karaoke (CIKK!) and is also sure to delight 

with a feast of local young talent.

This will be followed with 30 live perfor-

mances riffing on some of the greatest hits 

from the last few decades. 
Idyll hopefuls will perform with the sup-

port of a professional band, complete with a 

killer horn section and sensational backing 

singers ensuring this is sure to be an unfor-

gettable night!The festivities will kick off at 1pm and 

wind through to 10.30pm.
With delicious food, drinks available at 

the Shedshaker Brewing Idyll Bar, and a 

fun after-show DJ party, this year’s event 

promises more surprises and excitement 

than ever.lot19 founder Mark Anstey said Castle-

maine Idyll has become a beloved tradi-

tion, and they can’t wait to celebrate with 

everyone this year."This year’s panel of esteemed judges 

includes Aryo Hall (The Seduceaphones), 

Eliza Hull (musician and disability advo-

cate), and Casey Bennetto (broadcaster, 

writer, and musician)," he said.

Those who miss out on a ticket don't 

despair as MainFM 94.9 will broadcast the 

event live so you can tune in at home.

Funds raised support lot19 which is a 

non-profit community space dedicated to 

supporting the creative arts and fostering 

collaboration for the public benefit. 

To find out more about what's happening 

at lot19 visit www.lot19.au

K
N
28
31
11

maltbyproperty.com.au

0407 349 969

LOCAL EXPERIENCED REAL ESTATE AGENT

CASTLEMAINE AND DISTRICTS

Residential and Land Sales  |  Commercial Sales & Leasing  |  Clearing Sales 

ADVERTISEMENT

I hold Listening Posts in Castlemaine, 

Maldon and district regularly.
To make an appointment
please contact my office.

Authorised by M. Edwards, 16 Lockwood Road Kangaroo Flat VIC 3555
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Media Kit
2025 / 26

Castlemaine Mail celebrated its 170th year of print in 2024, and is an integral part of the community, 
telling important local stories and providing an expert advertising service for local businesses.
Formerly known as the Mount Alexander Mail the newspaper was founded in 1854 and began 
covering life on the goldfields. Now, our print publication is complemented by a strong web 
presence at castlemainemail.com.au to extend our demographic and geographic footprint.
Our region is home to artists, craftspeople, industry and manufacturing and an extensive range 
of small businesses and producers, providing countless stories worthy of coverage.

Ph: 03 5472 1788   |   lbrew@midnews.com.au   |  castlemainemail.com.au

PRINT

Copies: 
2K

Population: 
20K
Price: 

$2.50 30K
impressions/month

13K
combined social followers

NUMBER 4089
NUMBER 4089
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Friday, March 28, 2025

Circulating throughout the Mount Alexander Shire

$2.50 $2.50 INC. GSTINC. GST

Hitting Hitting 
the road the road 

for HALTfor HALT

Jade Jungwirth

Local chippy Jason Lester is raising money 

to support a grass-roots suicide prevention 

charity by cycling 2,600 kilometres from 

Yeppoon in Northern Queensland to his 

home in Yapeen, Victoria.

Jason made his way by plane to Rock-

hampton on Sunday March 23 before 

setting off on his epic 22 day journey from 

Yeppoon on Monday morning. 

Allowing a few extra days in case he 

encounters any 'speed bumps', Jason is 

planning to pedal into Castlemaine on April 

20 in time for his wife Leonie's charity 

'flash day' at Forest Creek Tattoo, which 

will further support the local charity HALT 

(Hope Assistance Local Tradies).

The cause is one that is close to Jason's 

heart - given his own struggles with mental 

health.
Two years ago, Jason was involved in an 

accident that resulted in a break in both 

of his heels. He spent three months in a 

wheelchair and another three months re-

learning how to walk.

His surgeon told him he would probably 

never run or work as a chippy again.

"After that I kind of spiralled," Jason said.

"I was off work for 

the best part of a year 

and a half and my men-

tal health wasn't great."

It took Jason a while 

to seek help, but even-

tually with the support 

of his physio, doctor and mental health 

professionals he started to feel better. 

"I started riding to heal and started 

enjoying it again, which I never thought I 

would at 47 years of age - I thought I was 

done and dusted. And I've lost over 20 kg!" 

he said.
Late last year, Jason told his wife Leonie 

that he wanted to do something 'epic' while 

he was still young enough to do it. 

"I decided to do it for charity and 

because of what I'd been through with my 

mental health, I did some research and I 

found HALT," he said. 

"I didn't know about HALT before and 

that's a shame. I'm 

a chippy and I was 

like, 'how could 

things have been 

different for me if I 

had of been aware 

of other avenues of 

how to deal with things, or had assistance 

when I was injured. It was a natural choice 

in the end, especially given HALT is Castle-

maine born and bred."

HALT founder Jeremy Forbes said he 

wishes that Jason had known about the 

organisation and the resources available. 

"With the funding Jase raises, we can 

invest in resources, time and energy to get 

into more construction sites, more facto-

ries, all the blue collar workers, we can just 

hit the ground and cover as much of the 

shire as possible," Jeremy said. 

"We can then build a pilot program in 

Mount Alexander Shire, that is ongoing, to 

reduce the shame and stigma that is still 

out there, and use that as template to run it 

in other shires.

"We recently received some funding 

from a family who lost their son to suicide 

and we used that to start a pilot program 

for second year apprentices," he said. 

"While we've got very limited funds, we 

want to make sure we do as much as we 

can with them because the rates of suicide 

and mental health issues are increasing.

"For more information on HALT visit: 

halt.org.au or check out Jason's journey on 

Insta at: HaltAustralia.

To donate visit: gofund.me/c693dfab

“We really need to embed ourselves 

more in the community because 

early intervention and prevention 

is powerful.”

Jason Lester (left) is riding from Yeppoon in QLD to Yapeen in Victoria to raise money for HALT - a local grass-roots suicide prevention program coordinated by 

Jeremy Forbes (right).

Autumn garden ramble, hot soup lunch

and curator deep dive into a goldfields

migrant success story

EAT-TALK-WALK

AT BUDA!

budacastlemaine.org

Saturday May 3 |  Bookings essential 

42 Hunter St Castlemaine
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ADVERTISEMENT

I hold Listening Posts in Castlemaine, 

Maldon and district regularly.

To make an appointment

please contact my office.

Authorised by M. Edwards, 16 Lockwood Road Kangaroo Flat VIC 3555
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WEBSITE ADVERTISING

OUR COVERAGE

DEADLINES

Cost per month: 
Top Banner:  $550
Top MREC:  $330
Lower Banner:  $220
Lower MREC:  $220
(Prices incl. GST)

Printed every Friday, The Castlemaine 
Mail is distributed right across the Mount 
Alexander Shire and covers a wide range 
of hyperlocal issues. We print 2,000 copies 
reaching over 20,000 people in the region.

Booking deadlines are Monday 4pm prior 
to Friday publication.

CONTACT

Get in touch today to discuss 
your campaign.

Lynda Brew - Sales Manager

Phone:  03 5472 1788
Email:  lbrew@midnews.com.au
Web:  castlemainemail.com.au
Socials:  @castlemainemail
Address:  13 Hargraves Street 
 Castlemaine Vic 3450

Print & Digital bundle discounts available!

The Castlemaine Mail is distributed right across
the Mount Alexander Shire



Modular Display Sizes and Rates

1ModuleWide

Code
Specs (mm)
Price (incl. GST)

T21
92 x 63
$239.40

T31
139 x 63
$359.10

T41
186 x 63
$478.80

T51
233 x 63
$598.50

2 ModulesWide

Code
Specs (mm)
Price (incl. GST)

T12
45 x 129
$239.40

T22
92 x 129
$478.80

T32
139 x129
$718.20

T42
186 x 129
$957.60

T52
233 x129
$1,197.00

T82
374 x 129
$1,915.20

3 ModulesWide

Code
Specs (mm)
Price (incl. GST)

T23
92 x 194
$718.20

T43
186 x 194
$1,436.40

T63
280 x 194
$2,154.60

4 ModulesWide

Code
Specs (mm)
Price (incl. GST)

T14
45 x 260
$478.80

T24
92 x 260
$957.60

T34
139 x 260
$1,436.40

T44
186 x 260
$1,915.20

T84
374 x 260
$3,830.40

* Color plus 25%

T81
374 x 63
$957.60

Modular Display Sizes and Rates

1ModuleWide

Code
Specs (mm)
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$598.50

2 ModulesWide

Code
Specs (mm)
Price (incl. GST)

T12
45 x 129
$239.40

T22
92 x 129
$478.80

T32
139 x129
$718.20

T42
186 x 129
$957.60

T52
233 x129
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3 ModulesWide

Code
Specs (mm)
Price (incl. GST)

T23
92 x 194
$718.20

T43
186 x 194
$1,436.40

T63
280 x 194
$2,154.60

4 ModulesWide

Code
Specs (mm)
Price (incl. GST)

T14
45 x 260
$478.80

T24
92 x 260
$957.60

T34
139 x 260
$1,436.40

T44
186 x 260
$1,915.20

T84
374 x 260
$3,830.40

* Color plus 25%

T81
374 x 63
$957.60

Code T11 T21 T31 T41 T51 T81
Specs (mm) 45.156 x 63.496 92.075 x 63.496 138.994 x 63.496 185.914 x 63.496 232.833 x 63.496 373.944 x 63.496
Code T11 T21 T31 T41 T51 T81
Specs (mm) 45.156 x 63.496 92.075 x 63.496 138.994 x 63.496 185.914 x 63.496 232.833 x 63.496 373.944 x 63.496
 (h) (w) (h) (w) (h) (w) (h) (w) (h) (w) (h) (w)

Code T12 T22 T32 T42 T52 T82
Specs (mm) 45.156 x 128.993 92.075 x 128.993 138.994 x 128.993 185.914 x 128.993 232.833 x 128.993 373.944 x 128.993
 (h) (w) (h) (w) (h) (w) (h) (w) (h) (w) (h) (w)

Code T23  T63 
Specs (mm) 92.075 x 194.49  280.106 x 194.49
 (h) (w)   (h) (w)  

Code T14 T24  T44   T84
Specs (mm) 45.156 x 259.987 92.075 x 259.987  185.914 x 259.987   373.944 x 259.987
 (h) (w) (h) (w)   (h)  (w)    (h)  (w)

    
   

      

 
 

  

1 Module Wide

2 Module Wide

3 Module Wide

4 Module Wide

45 X 259
(h)    (w)

$300

92 X 194
(h)    (w)

$450

45 X 128
(h)    (w)

$150

45 X 63
(h)    (w)

$75

92 X 63
(h)    (w)

$150

138 X 63
(h)    (w)

$225

185 X 63
(h)    (w)

$300

232 X 63
(h)    (w)

$320

92 X 128
(h)    (w)

$300

138 X 128
(h)    (w)

$450

185 X 128
(h)    (w)

$600

232 X 128
(h)    (w)

$750

373 X 128
(h)    (w)

$795

280 X 194
(h)    (w)

$795

20 X 259
(h)    (w)

$197

T1FRONT T2FRONT

92 X 259
(h)    (w)

$600

185 X 259
(h)    (w)

$795

373 X 259
(h)    (w)
$1520

Local advertising general news 2025 / 2026

T84

60 X 128
(h)    (w)

$224

Discount Rates

                           Discount 

* Rates applicable until June 30, 2026
* GST of 10% is included  
* Full colour included

30 modules 15%

60 modules 25%

120 modules 30%

300 modules 35%

600 modules 40%

1200 modules 45%

1800 modules 50%
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Code T11 T21 T31 T41 T51 T81
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 (h) (w)   (h) (w)  

Code T14 T24  T44   T84
Specs (mm) 45.156 x 259.987 92.075 x 259.987  185.914 x 259.987   373.944 x 259.987
 (h) (w) (h) (w)   (h)  (w)    (h)  (w)

    
   

      

 
 

  

1 Module Wide

2 Module Wide

3 Module Wide

4 Module Wide

373 X 63
(h)    (w)

$600



File Format Display - Specifications

Classifieds - Specifications

Contacts

1. The following applications are used by 

 Midland Express and The Castlemaine Mail:

 • Adobe Photoshop 2025

 • Adobe Illustrator 2025

 • Adobe InDesign 2025

 • Adobe Acrobat DC

2.  We require all completed artwork to be 
 supplied as a high resolution CMYK pdf  
 with no bleed or crop marks. 

3. No Microsoft Word documents will be accepted as  

	 finished	artwork	but	will	be	accepted	as	a	text	file		

	 (.txt	or	.doc).	Photo	files	should	be	attached	to	the		 	

 email, NOT imported into a Word document.

3. All photographs are to be close to 100% of size 

 required and saved as .jpg or .tif

4. Photograph resolution must be 300dpi. 

5.  Logos can be supplied as pdf’s, .png or .jpg format 

 (high resolution).

5. Please convert all Microsoft Publisher or Powerpoint

		 files	to	a	high	resolution	CMYK	pdf	before	sending	-		

	 Publisher	/	Powerpoint	files	will	not	be	accepted.

 NB: Please ensure you include relevant booking 

 information for the advertisement being sent 

 eg: Publication title, day, date, advertisement size,  

 section to be published, contact name and number.

specifications for

sending suppliedartworkartwork

Module Sizes (mm) -	Display	advertising

Column Sizes -	Classified	advertising
based on 8 column maximum

T11 .................. 45h x 63w

T21 .................. 92h x 63w

T31 ................ 138h x 63w

T41 ................ 185h x 63w

T51 ................ 232h x 63w

T81 ................ 373h x 63w

T12 ................ 45h x 128w

T22 ................ 92h x 128w

T32 ............. 138h x 128w

T42 ............. 185h x 128w

T52 ............. 232h x 128w

T82 ............. 373h x 128w

T23 ................ 92h x 194w

T43 ............. 185h x 194w

T63 ............. 280h x 194w

T83 ............. 373h x 194w

T14 ............. 45h x 259w

T24 ............. 92h x 259w

T34 ........... 138h x 259w

T44 ........... 185h x 259w

T64 ........... 280h x 259w

T84 ........... 373h x 259w

T1 Front .... 60h x 128w

T2 Front .... 20h x 259w

1 Column ....................................... 30.75mm

2 Column ......................................... 63.5mm

3 Column ........................................96.25mm

4 Column .......................................... 129mm

5 Column ..................................... 161.75mm

6 Column ....................................... 194.5mm

7 Column ..................................... 227.25mm

8 Column .......................................... 260mm

Any queries regarding these settings or sending material please contact the following:

Production Manager:  Wayne Beckerley - p: (03) 5422 1488 e: wbeckerley@midnews.com.au

Sales Manager:  Lynda Brew - p: (03) 5472 1788 e: lbrew@midnews.com.au

General Manager:  Tim Ellen - p: (03) 5422 1488 e: tellen@midnews.com.au



Classifieds
Castlemaine:  03 5472 1788
Kyneton:  03 5422 1488
Email:  classifieds@midnews.com.au

It’s easy to advertise in the classifieds. 
Send us your copy, our team can design your advertisement 

and send you a proof and cost for your approval.

Charged per word. 
Average of 4 words per line.
Up to and including 12 words:
Castlemaine Mail: $16.57  
Midland Express: $20.75

Prices starting from $40.30 pw

10% Discount 
for 4 week insertion
15% Discount 
for 13 week insertion
20% Discount 
for 26 week insertion
30% Discount 
for 52 week insertion

Charged per column/centimetre.
Based on 1 column x 4cm:
Castlemaine Mail: $31.24  
Midland Express: $44.79
(Price increases by approx. $10 
per additional centimetre.)

Advertise your vehicle 
for 4 weeks in the 
Midland Express and 
Castlemaine Mail for:

LINE ADVERTISEMENTS SERVICES DIRECTORY

WHEEL DEALS

DISPLAY ADVERTISEMENTS

SAMP
LE

MINI DIGGER
• Post holes
• Trenching
• Tree planting
• Driveways
• Levelling

Great for small jobs

Ring Greg
0411 409 354

SAMP
LE

Book 

your ad in 

both papers 

for a 

special deal!

SAMP
LE

SAMP
LE

We accept

All private party classified advertisements MUST be paid 
BEFORE the advertisement is published.

All pricing inclusive of GST.

$75 
(1 column x 5cm advert) 

or
$150 

(2 column x 5cm advert)


